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News Release

August 24, 2007
 A Tribute to Georgia’s Tuskegee Airmen
ATLANTA, Georgia – twelve trailblazers, “Pioneers of Aviation and Desegregation,” who served in WWII as fighter pilots, navigators, crew chiefs, aircraft mechanics, base supply personnel, and more…will be honored Saturday, September 22, 2007, at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis.  The guest speaker will be world renown, Les Brown!
The event, an Awards and Celebration Banquet, hosted by the Atlanta Chapter Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization, will spotlight its Original Tuskegee Airmen.  Their perseverance, performance, sacrifice and bravery shattered racial barriers in the military and helped ensure the freedoms we enjoy today.  
Just as the President and Congress of the United States on March 29, 2007, in Wash., D.C. bestowed on the Tuskegee Airmen its highest honor awarded civilians, the Congressional Gold Medal …in downtown Atlanta we will lavish our trailblazers with esteemed honor during a stellar gala that “celebrates the past, strengthens the future.”
Among the “special guests” are (USAF Retired) Lt. Colonels Jamison and Harvey.   

Lt. Col. Clarence Jamison, Sr. was one of the three aviation cadets from Tuskegee’s second graduating class.  He will reunite with his ‘cadet-mate’—Atlanta’s own, Lt. Col. Charles “A-Train” Dryden. The two are historical icons being the oldest surviving, Senior Tuskegee Cadets. “A-Train” played by actor Cuba Gooding, Jr. in the HBO movie, The Tuskegee Airmen, was the name emblazoned on Col. Dryden’s WWII plane. 
Lt. Col. James Harvey, III is a real “TOP GUN”.  In May 1949, he was one of the three pilots of the 332nd Fighter Group that won the “first ever” United States Air Force Worldwide Gunnery Competition [William Tell] hosted at Las Vegas Air Force Base.  Also, was the first Black, Jet Fighter Pilot to fly missions over Korea.
